Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUCHAR 04576 201533Z 
ACTION MED-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SCSE-00 SCA-01 /017W 

013235 201546Z/44 

P 201508Z JUN77 

FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3949 

UNCLAS BUCHAREST 4576 

FOR M/MED 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, RO 

SUBJECT: EXHORBITANT HOSPITAL BILL FOR US CITIZEN 

1 . EMBASSY CONSIDERING INFORMAL INTERVENTION AT ROMANIAN 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH IN CASE EXCESSIVE CHARGES LEVIED AGAINST 
SPOUSE OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN FOLLOWING EMERGENCY HOSPITAL- 
IZATION. 

2. PATIENT WAS ALLEGEDLY NEAR DEALTH FROM CONSEQUENCES OF 
RUPTURED APPENDIX. SHE WAS OPERATED ON, AND SUBSEUQNETLY 
TREATED FIFTEEN DAYS IN INTENSIVE CARE FOR PERITONITIS. KIDNEY 
FAILURE, AND OTHER INTERNAL COMPLICATIONS. THE ORIGINAL BILL 
OF $10,000, UNITEMIZED AND OBVIOUSLY ARBITRARY, WAS PROTESTED 
AND LATER REDUCED TO $7,259. 

3. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S BEST ESTIMATE ASAP 
OF WHAT SIMILAR TREATMENT WOULD COST IN AN AMERICAN HOSPITAL. 

WE RECOGNIZE DIFFICULTY CAUSED BY LACK OF DETAILS BUT HAVE 

NO RECOURSE AT THIS STAGE. 

BARNES 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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